


Nums. CCCXCVIIL. 


’ The SPECTATOR. 











dill Fecerat 





= Dolor ipfe difertum 


Ovid. 





Thur fday, June §. 1712. 


















































S the Stoick Philofophers difcard all Paffions 
bea /® in general, they will not allow a Wife 
FA Man fo muchas to pity the Afflictions of 
another. If thou feett thy Friend in trov- 
b fays Epictetus, thou may’ft put on a Look of 
pw, and condoie with him, but take care that 
crow be not real. The more rigid of this Sect 
Said not comply fo far as to fhew even fuch an 
award Appearance of Grief; but when one told 
j of any Calamity that had befallen even the 
ithe Dummett ‘of their Acquaintance, would immediately 
Ploy What is thatto me? If you aggravated the Cir- 
Retr Faftances of the A fliétion, and fhew’d how one Mif- 
SBiane was followed by another, the Anfwer was 
| All this may be true, but what is it to me? 
Wafor my own part, 1 am of Opinion Compaffion 
Wis not only refine and civilize Haman Nature, 
ita bas fomething in it more pleating and agreeable 
aiien what can be met with in fuch an indolent Hap- 
fs, fuch an Indifference to Mankind as that in 
ch the Scoicks placed their Wifdom. As Loveisthe 
t delightful Paffion, Pity is nothing elfebut Love 
fined by adegreeof Sorrow: In fhort, itis akind 
pleating Anguifh, as well as generous Sympathy, 
knits Mankind together, and blends them inthe 
ge common Lot. . 
hofe who have laid down Rules for Rhetorick 
Poetry, advifethe Writer to work himfelf up, if 
ible, to the pitch of Sorrow which he endea- 
5 i aus to produce in others. There are none there- 
‘Caame who ftir up Pity fo much as thofe who indite 
aunt, Same own Sufferings. Grief has anatural Eloquence 
Hedging to it, and breaks out in more moving 
mifiments than can be fupplied by the fineft Ima- 
mmmaion. Nature on this occafion di€tates a thou- 
@ Paffionate things that cannot be fupplied by 


* 


4s for this Reafon that the fhort Speeches or 
ences which we often meet with in Hiftories, 
adeeper Impreffion in che Mind of the Rea- 
B than the moit labour’d Strokes in a well writ+ 
Tiagedy. ‘Truth and Matter of Fad fets the Per- 
sQually before us in the one, whom FiGion places 
preater diftance from us in theother, 1 donot 
member to have feen any Ancient or Modern Sto- 
affeGting than a Letter of Aan of Bologue, 
eto King Henry the Eighth, and Mother ‘to 
pect Elizabeth, which is ftill extant in the Cotton 
wry, as written by her own Hand, 








Shakefpear himfelf could not: have mad c 
ina Strain fo fuitable to her Condition and coe 
One fees in it the Expoftulaiions of a fliphted Lo- 
ver, the Refentments of an injured Woman, and tie 


Sorrows of an imprifoned Queen. 1 need not.ac- 


quaint my Reader that this Princefs was 

Profecution for Difloyalry to the King’s Bel wa 
that fhe was afterwards publick!y beheaded upon 
the fame Account, though this Profecution was be- 
lieved by many to proceed, as fhe her felf intimates. 
rather, from the King’s Love to Fane Seymour, thafi 


from any aétual Crime in Ans of Bologne. 


_ Queen Ann Boleyn's /aft Letter to King Henry. 


SIR, 


ra Y O U R Grace’s Difpleafure, and Cotton Libr. 
’ _* my Imprifonment, are things Ozho C. 10, 
‘ fc — a as — write, , 

xcufe, I am altogether ign "4 

: Whereas you tend unto me (willing harpoon 

fefs a Truth, and fo obtain your Favour) by fuch 
an one, whom you know to be mine ancient pro- 

‘ fefled Enemy, I no fooner receiv’d this Meffage 
* by him, than I rightly conceiv’d your Meaning ; 
; pt Ry — a Truth indeed may 

dy Saicty, | fhall with illi 
‘ a — ona Commend. po 
* But let not your Grace ever imagine, th 

. poor. Wife will ever be brougit = po er 
a Fault, where not fo much as a Thought there- 
of preceded. And to fpeak a Truth, never Prince 

‘ had Wife more Loyal in all Duty, and inall true 
* Affe€tion, than you have ever found in Ann Bo- 
© leya; with which Name and Place I could wil- 
‘ lingly have contented my felf, if God, and your 
jy Grace’s Pleafurehad been fo pleafed. Neither did 
] et any time fo tar forget my felf'in my Exal- 

* tation, or received Queenthip, but that | always 
‘ looked for fuch an Alteration as now I find; for 
. the Ground of my Preterment being on no furer 
Foundation than your Grace’s Fancy, the leaft Al- 

* teration [knew was fit and fufficient to draw that 
* Fancy. to fome other Subje&. You have chofen 
; me, from alow Effate, to be your Queen and 
: Companion, far beyond my Defert or Detire. If 
; then you round me worthy of fach Honour, good 
_ Your Grace let not any light Fancy}or bad Coua- 
tel of mine Enemies, withdraw your ‘Princely 
© Favour 


Sea 


SiN RET pas TES mses Hen 


epee 











































































© Favour from me; neither let that Stain, that un- 
© worthy Seain, of a Difloyal Heart towards your 
¢ Food Grace, ever caft fo foul aBloton your mott 
* Dutiful Wife, and the Infant-Princefs your Daugh- 
“ter. Try me, good King, but let me have alaw- 
© ful Tryal, and let not my Sworn Enemies fit as 

‘* my Accufers and Judges; Yea tet mereceive ano- 
© pen Tryal, for my Truth thali tear no open Shame ; 
© then fhall you fee either mine innocency cleared, 
* your Sufpicion and Contcience fatisfied, the Ig- 
¢ nominy and Slander of the World ttopped, or my 
¢ Guilt openly decmred. So that whatfoever God 
¢ or you may determine of me, your Grace may 
© be treed from an open Centfure, and mine Offence 
© being fo lawfully proved, your Grace is at liberty 
« both before God and Man, not osiy co. Execuis 
« worthy Punifhment on me 2s an unlawful Wife, 
« but to follow your Aifeétion, already fetled on 
« that Party, for whofe fake | am now as I am, 
< whofe Name I could fome geod while fince have 
« pointed unto, your Grace being not ignorant of 
© my Sufpicion therein. 

‘ But if you have already determined of me, and 
€ that not only my Death, but an Infamous Slan- 
* der muft bring you the enjoying of your defired 
* Happinefs; then ! defire of God, that he will par- 
* don your great Sin therein, and likewife mine E- 
* nemies, the Inftruments thereof; and that he will 
* not call youto a ftri& Account for your unprince- 
“ly and cruel Ufage of me, at his general Judg- 
* ment Seat, where both you and my feif muft thort- 
< ly appear, and in whofe Judgment I doubt not 

one the World may think of me) mine 
< Innocence fhall be openly known, and fufficient- 
~ ly cleared. 

© My laft and only Requetft thall be, that my felf 
« may only bear the Burthen of your Grace’s Dif- 
¢ pleafure, and that it may not touch the innocent 
« Souls of thofe poor Gentlemen, who as I under- 

 ¢ ftand) are likewife in ftrait Imprifonment for my 
« fake. If ever I have found Favour in your ‘fight, 
« if ever the Name of Azx Boleyn hath been plea- 
« fing in your Ears, then let me obtain this Requett, 
« and I will fo leave to trouble your Grace any 
« further, with mine earneft Prayers to the Trinity 
© to have your Grace in his good keeping, and-to 
© dire@t you in all your A@ions. From my dole- 
* ful Prifow in the Tower, this 6th of May ; 


Your moft Loyal . 
and ever Faithful Wife, 
Ann Boleyn. 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 


At the Defire of feveral Ladies of Quality. 
For the Benefit of Mrs. Mills. 
By Her Majefty's Company of Comedians, 
T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, this prefent 
Thurfday being the sch Day of June, will be prefenced the T 


of Macbeth, The part of Macbeth by Mr. Mills, Macduff by 7 


Wilks, Banquo by Mr.. Powell, Lenox by Mr. Booth. Heccate by 
Mr. Johnfon, 1{ Witch by Mr. Dogger, 2d Witch by Mr. Penketh- 


_ tice, That at the faid Shop are to be fold at very low Fricéy 






man, 3d Witch by Mr. Bullock, To which will be id 

Farce (of one A& ovly) call’d the Pe:ticoat-Plctter, The py: . 

pal Parws to be pertorm’d by Mr. Bullock, Mr. Notrit,, Mr, Back, ae 

and Mr, Leizh. To begin exaély at Six, this being the lal simaoi 

AGing cll Whidun Monday, s 
‘ Juft Publith’d, 

Mifcellaneous Poems and Tranflations. By Mr 
Dryden, Mr. P.ior, Mr Smith of Chrift-Church Oxon, Mr Pop, 
Mr. Benwn, Mr. Cromwell, Mr. Broome ot St. John's Cambie 
Chaucer's Chara&ers, or the IntriduQion to the Canterbury T j 
The M Ser of Trompingcon, or the Reve’s Tale, from Chaucer, Boh 
by Mr, Bettertor, The Rape of the Locke, an Hero-Comiaal Pigg 
Printed for Bernard Linwt, at the Crofs Keys between the two Teg: 
ple Gates in Fieeiftreec. f 7 

Just Publifhed, A Second Edition of 

Four Sermors : I. On the Death of Queen Mary 
1694. 11. On the Death of the Duke of Gloucefter 1700, ML.¢ 
the Death of King William 1701. IV, On the Queen’s Acceffion 
the Throne in 1703. Witha large Preface. By William LordBj 
of St. Afaph. Printed for Charles Harper at the Flower-de-luce ova i 
againft St, Dunitau’s Church in Flcerftreet. 

oe This Day is Publifh’d, 

TheSecond Edition of Peace at home and Pea 
abroad. To which is added a Preface, in Anfwer to a Preface oly 
Right Reverend Prelate to his Four Sermons. Printed for Thoay 
Harbus st tne Bible and Anchor in the New Exchange, Where my 
be had the Fifth Edicion of Meditations and Prayers to be uledbel 
fore, at and after the Réceiving the Holy Saerament. 

Juft Publith’d, : 

The Second Edition Correéted and Enlarged, t 
The Principles and Duties of the Chriftian Religion, por 
explain’d, in order to retrieve and promote the Corifian Lia di 
that Holinefs without which no Man fhall fea the Lord. Divide! imme 
to 26 Chapters ; One whereof being read every Lord’s Day, the wh” 
will be resd over twice in the Year, By John Mapletoft Dy 
With a a « Suitable Devotions, 8c. for feveral Occ ; 
Sold by J. Downieg, in Bartholomew Clofe, near Weft-Smith fal 
Where may likewife be had Scavely’s Hiftery of Churches in Eaghil 
and Mongo’s Juft Meafures of the Pivus Infticution of Youh ie 

Whereas John Prince, John Sadler, and Willige" 
Jodrell, Mercers, at the Black Lyon in Kingftreet Covent Ga 
have refoived to leave off the Mercers Trade, Thefe are to give 






























Sorts ot the neweflt Fathion Gold and Silver Silks, and 
Flowered. and plain Velve:s, Silk Brocades, fl wered and plaing 
Damarks, Watered Tzbdies Farendines a2d Mo hairs, Sh 
arm, Pertens ot aright ¢ Gowns, Thread Suiosy Poplian Norell 

re and other Diuzgets. Hair Ww Camblet, Eee 44 
Shags and Shaloons,: ” inn , "Ber Ad 
Juft Publith’d, The Second Edition of 
Creation. A Philofophical Poem. Demon ttrating ham 
Exiftence and Providence of aCed. In Seven Books. By Sir Ric 
Blackmore, Kat, M.D. and Fellow of the College of - 
a a ah oD —- at - Dolphin in Litle Bri 

and J. Topfon, at "eH i i 

i > ae 4 efpear’s Head over againft Catherine fim 
Lettersand Negotiations of the Count D’ Eftrs 
Ambeffador from Lewis the Fourteenth to the States General of 
United Provinces of the Low Countries: From the Year 1663 
the Year 1669. Confifting chiefly of Original Lewers and Lnfirali 
fons fromythe French King and his Minifters, to the faid Co 
with his Anfwers, Wherein sre feveral fecret Tranfadions t 
the Courts of England gnd France daring that time. Tranilael 

— aie bade y Volumes, Printed for D, Brown, . 
oh, A, :Cnur il, - Koapron, R. Koaplock G. } 
Sanger, Pombermee, ; , 5 


’ and J. le « 

The Ketir’d Gard’ner, or, Dialogues be 
@ Gentleman and a Gard’ner: Containing the Methods of M 
Ordering and Improving @ Fruit and Kitchin-Garden, 
the Manner of ting and Cultivating Flowers, Plant, 
and Under-Shrubs, neceffary for the Adorning of Gardens, &t | 
which is explain’d, the Art of Making and Difpofiog of 
terres, Arbours of Greens, Wood-Works, Arches, Columos § 
other Pieces and Compartmenv ufually found in the mof Om 
tiful Gardens of Country-Seate, The whol enrich’d with 
of Figures, being a Tranflation from the Sieur Louis Ligers- 
which is added, a Defcription and Plan of Count Tallard’s 6 
at Nottingham. The whole Revis'd, with {qveral Aleeratiom 
Additions, which render it proper for our Englith Cukor 
cae London, and Henry Wife. Printed be Jacod Te 
at Shakefpear’s Head over-againft Catherime-Street in the Seratd 



















































LONDON: Printed for Saw. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain 10 
Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifemerts are taken j he 
as alfo by Charles Lillie, Perfumery at the Corner of Beaufors'.Buildingt 


the Strand. 






